Audio Research VS110
valve amplifier

Classic valve sounds from one the US’s foremost amplifier makers
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One of the classic namesin atiria,
Audia Research Corporation nas been in business
for no less than 32 years. Dver this time this LS
tompany has leamed enough about valves (0 have
praduced some of the finest valve power and pre-
amps ever avallable and, incidentally, Audio
Research has enough parts in stock to suppor:
every model it has ever made, The V5110 power
amplifier is ong of the latest in that long line of
prociects, Costing a considerable four grand in the
UK, the W5t [aleng with the lower powered
VS, reviewed by K in July 2002] ks actually ore
of the company's more affordable procucts.
However you view it, ARC knows how to present
& very nice package, beautifully-built Inside and out
and with the exposed valves nestling in a smart
natural anodised aluminlum top-plate an the matt
black painted chassis. This amp certainly looks the
high-end part. With its bulky transformers, chassis
wabves, and 5o on, the weight toals a smidgin
under a back-taxing 23k, requirng sebstantial
support It There is an aptionzl perforated cage

sets of outputs, with connections to four-onm and
sight-ohmaps on the autput transformers, You
should connect to whichever of these is the most
appragriate for your [oudspeakers, There is alst 2
12V O remote-switching input and comesponding
12V autput for daisy-chaining ta ather equipment,
and far control by home cinema processars, multi-
roam controliers and the like,

A5 d total package the Audio Research VSi1o
offers classic status and longevity, ARC provides a
three-year warranty for the VS10, with godays for
the valves, which are burned in for 24-48 hours
and selected before se.

SOUND QUALITY

Sound quality of the VS11o s certainly classic
valve, Bass delivery is deep, deft and generouds,
mid-range is mellow and detaiied, while

treble demonstrates 2 unique combinaton of
smoothness and subtle sparkle, The wide deep
soundstage is cerlainly an ear opener and the
subterrarean bass just has to be heard to be
believed. But all this talk of lows and highs does
net really give @ true measire of this amplifier,
Indeed, if it were down to mere tonal balance,
steren image, and so on. ane might miss the polnt
of this amplifies entirely. After all, ane could judge
analytically that, compared 1o the best of 1oday's

Bass delivery is deep, deft and generous,
the midrange is mellow and detailed,
treble has smoothness and subtle sparkle

type cover, ideal when there are chitdren ar pels
who might touch the hat valves, but this wasn't
fitted to the review item.

Lixe all valve amplifiers, the amp does getsvery
hot — hardly surprising giver the disslaation (400
walts at idle). It might be tempting, but the ¥Sa10
shauld not be placed directhy on to carpet because
the fagt sirk (nto the plleand the essential influx
of conl air from undemeath could be restricted.
| placed it on the flaar, but with a short length of
MDF shelvirg betwean carpat and feat, providing
a nicely-damped support. The rear pansl has two
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trans stor amplifiers, the V5110'% bass, while
generous, might not perhaps e quite s 'tight', the
midrange might be slightly recessed and the highs
not quite as crisp and tidy, The head might
ronelude valves (o be an anachronism; but no,

the roison d"8tre of the V5110 s something less
tangible and it comes down to the heart of the
music. It's something that the best valve amplifiers
nave corsistently delivered, despite teing betrered
by transistar amplifiers in some other areas, This is
the reason why valves are stll prefered by many
— particulary lovers of vinyl,

R TS e

The reyiew lislening was carried out largely
partnered with the Musical Fidelity Tri-Vista C0
player and AC3CR pre-amp. When trawling though
mary recordings old and new It came as a shock
that zome of the best with this equipment were
somie of the vory oldest — transfers to C0 from
master tanes lanalogue of course) made in the late
tg505, It was these old recordings — an £D mind
you, rot the latest super formats — which really
wowed, having a natural mmmediacy that eluded
most modemn recordings.

Astriking example was a compilation of original
Bucdy Holly recordings made between 1957
and 1368, some n stereo and some in meno.

The performance was so refreshingly direct and
clear right thraugh from the expressive vocals to
the simple drumming ard guitars, These basic
recordings, played all these years |ater were vividly
brought ta life, sight dawn ta thase darmed Crickess

- TECHNOLOGY

The VS110 ] circuit topolog
blished soW/ch V555, with extra output and

valves and now drive spe

working inthe partial cathode-coupl

Bias ad|ustment for these is simple but
ef . Adjuc
&somV can be hot work, but is done using the

ment o the recommended

long, insulat

through holes in the top casing adjacent to each
valve, while monitoring the voltage at the rear
mounted sockets using a sultable digltal
voltmeter. The bias current chosen s

operating conditions in ‘enriched Clas

with each output valve dissipating around 48
watts. Negative fee
amplifies

nack around 1

s modest — inthe order of 1
KEY FEATURES

Superb-build quali
Gets right to the heart of the music

Muscular ey delivery




auditions

hum. Most of the t
this wasn't , bul 1% was just audiole
duting quiet passages. Experimentation with the
WS110'5 inplits revealid it bo be affected siightly by
the simultanecus connection of the lefi and right
signal sereens o the pre-amp via the input cables,
thus forming an earth loop. Its annoyance factor s
therefore likely to vary between pra-amps and

customers, andmight trouble users af high
sensitivity loudspeakers.

With the Shostakovich 21 from gur E50 Liv

sound of classic valves in spades. Theamplifi
plays equally well quietly and loudiy, and it
dlways stays clean and in contral There's.

s this apparent barrier [see
1e, HFN, Nov "ozl Whatever
dises, playedin the Tri-vista

sampler CO

poweer, a5 did the pizd
projected in a genuinely muscuiar fas
wark huilds toa freney of rhythimic per
staccato orass, the dens

tatally under contral, unciu

with absolutely no harshne

While the paundi 5 early
astonishingl

warmth, texture, muscilarity and deep bass
aplenty, coupled with the kind of restrained yet
subtly realistic detail across the board fhat yoi'd
expect from a High-end valve power amp, 5o, if

you yearn Tor thal infangible “something’ that
many modam amps miss, then you must hear the
VS1io. It combines brawn, brain and heart in one
giowing package,

WORDS DAVE BERRIMAN

Ard Bess, Wiles's horm was
lear; incisive but notharsh,

il the averall
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